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A Feminist - Zionist reading in the story of Purim

Megilat Esther, 1, 9-22:
“Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house which belonged to
king Ahasuerus. On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he
commanded... the seven chamberlains that ministered in the presence of Ahasuerus the
king, to bring Vashti the queen before the king with the crown royal, to show the peoples and
the princes her beauty; for she was fair to look on. But the queen Vashti refused to come
at the king's commandment by the chamberlains,; therefore was the king very wroth, and
his anger burned in him. Then the king said to the wise men [...] ‘What shall we do unto the
queen Vashti according to law, for as much as she hath not done the bidding of the king
Ahasuerus by the chamberlains?’ And Memucan answered before the king and the princes:
‘Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all
the peoples, that are in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen |Gl
will come abroad unto all women, to make their husbands contemptible in their eyes, when it A

will be said: The king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, : oue A irats o V15T

but she came not [...] So will there arise enough contempt and wrath.

If it please the king, let there go forth a royal commandment from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persiansand
the Medes, that it be not altered, that Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus, and that the king give her royal estate
unto another that is better than she. And when the king’s decree which he shall make shall be published throughout all his
kingdom, great though it be, all the wives will give to their husbands honour, both to great and small.” And the word pleased
the king and the princes; and the king did according to the word of Memucan;
for he sent letters into all the king’s provinces, into every province according
to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language, that every man

should bear rule in his own house, and speak according to the language of his
people.” Vashti organizes her own feast for the

. women. Is organizing a “women only”
Megilat Esther, 4, 15-5,8:

“Then Esther bade them return answer unto Mordecai: ‘Go, gather together
all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither
eat nor drink three days, night or day;[ ...] so will | go in unto the king, which
is not according to the law; and if | perish, | perish.” So Mordecai went his
way, and did according to all that Esther had commanded him.|[...] Esther
put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king’s house,
[...] when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she
obtained favour in his sight; and the king held out to Esther the golden
sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of
the scepter. Then said the king unto her: ‘What wilt thou, queen Esther?
for whatever thy request, even to the half of the kingdom, it shall be given
thee.” And Esther said: ‘If it seem good unto the king, let the king and
Haman come this day unto the banquet that | have prepared for him. Then
the king said: ‘Cause Haman to make haste, that it may be done as Esther
hath said.”

event a feminist act?
Reflecting on Vashti’s actions, how do
we (and can we) differentiate between a
Wersonal decision and a feminist act?

hy does Vashtls disobedience spark
fears of a women’s mutiny throughout
the kingdom? Does this reflect Vashti’s
power and leadership?

Can you point out differences between
Vashti and Esther? With which approach
do you identify more? Which approach
expresses leadership?

Are there issues in your own community

that require change? Are there matters in
Israel that you wish to address and change
and if so what are they? How would you act
to change them?




v
X
A

NIN2IYN NII'YN NNTNONN
World Zionist Organization

NINI9SNA NIY'YDY NPINNN
Department for Diaspora Activities

Golda Meir (1898-1978)

Golda Meir grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the USA, having moved there from Kiev, Ukraine
in 1906. While in the States, Golda was exposed to debates on Zionism, literature, women’s
suffrage, trade unionism, and other social causes that were popular at the time. Meir was an
active leader in the Habonim Labor Zionist youth movement and while working as a teacher in
a Yiddish-speaking school she became familiar with the fundamentals of Labor Zionism. She
was a committed socialist and ultimately left the United States to join a kibbutz in Palestine in
1921. Years after making Aliyah Golda Meir returned to the U.S as an emissary for the Working
Women'’s Council which gave her a glimpse into life as somewhat of a politician. She served
as Head of the Jewish Agency, signed the Israeli Declaration of Independence, worked in the
USSR as a diplomat, served as a Knesset member and also as Foreign Minister, and eventually
at 1969 became lsrael’s first female Prime Minister. As a Prime Minister she led the traumatic
Yom Kippur war at 1973 and was harshly criticized for siding with the Minister of Defense at
the time, Moshe Dayan, who didn’t heed the warnings about possible Arab attacks. She is remembered as the “Iron Lady” of
Israeli politics while being involved in Israel’s leadership at some of its most crucial moments.

Henrietta Szold (1860-1945)

Henrietta Szold was born in Baltimore, Maryland, the daughter of Rabbi Benjamin Szold
and the eldest of eight daughters. She was the first women to take advanced Jewish
studies classes at the Jewish Theological Seminary. In 1897, at the age of 37, Szold joined
the Zionist movement. The Federation of American Zionists elected her as the only female
member of its executive committee and during World War 1, she was the only women on
the provisional Executive Committee for General Zionist Affairs.

Szold made her first trip to Palestine at the age of 49. The poor conditions, poverty and
dirt made her decide to dedicate herself to the health, education and welfare of the Yishuv
(the pre-state Jewish community in Palestine). Three years later, in 1912, she joined six
other women and founded the Women’s Zionist Organization of American Hadassah,
which recruited American Jewish women to upgrade health care in Palestine. Hadassah
funded hospitals, a medical school, dental facilities, x-ray clinics, infant welfare stations,
soup kitchens and other services for Palestine’s Jewish and Arab inhabitants. In 1920
Szold immigrated to Palestine and was the head of the education and health department
of the Yishuv. She established a welfare system which eventually determined the guidelines of the welfare policies of the state
of Israel.

In 1933 she ran the Youth Aliyah (Aliyat
Hano’ar), an organization that rescued
30,000 Jewish children from Nazi Europe.
Szold never married.

Henrietta Szold died at the age of 84 at
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem, which
she helped build. In Israel, Mother’s Day is
celebrated on the day that Szold died, on
the 30th of Shvat, in honor of her role as
the “mother” to many Jewish children.




