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Law of Human Dignity and Freedom

Topics for Discussion

Is there room for a law of Human Dignity and Freedom in Israel,

a Jewish state? Shouldn’t Jewish religious laws come first?

Would Jewish religious laws cover this humane issue anyhow?

Isn’t the religious codex of the Torah and Halacha in fact the ultimate
constitution of the Jewish People?

How can Israel juggle between being Jewish and being a democracy?
Can the two concepts coexist?

Are the questions and issues raised here relevant to other western
democracies? Should Israel play by different rules?

Can a state that is in constant struggle for its very existence afford a law
that deals with human dignity and freedom?

How can the court dismiss laws legislated by the Knesset as
unconstitutional? If Israel had a formal constitution, would the role
undertaken by the Supreme Court be redundant?

Shouldn’t the Supreme Court justices be elected in the general election?
Should the Supreme Court justices serve a limited term, or be appointed
for life? Should the justices be elected by the people in the general
election? Can you think of examples for similar conflicts in your country?
In your personal life? School?

When we encounter such fundamental clashes between two separate sets
of values, how can we bridge and reconcile between them?




The state constructed the Holot Detention Center, alsoin Ktsi’ot,
and infiltrators from Saharonim have been transferred there.
Holot is intended to accommodate up to 9,000 infiltrators. The
inmates receive a monthly allowance of NIS 500 ($125), as
well as studies, sponsored by the Israeli Ministry of Education.
They are now allowed to leave the facility, on condition that
they show up for attendance check three times a day. There
is ongoing public transportation between the center and Be’er
Sheva, the central city of the Negev.

The Supreme Court ruled, in addition (in 2014 and 2015) that
conditions in the facility should be approved. Registration was ¢
reduced to once a day, and air conditioning was to be provided
for heating the tents.

For additional information: The Hotline for Refugees and
Migrants (http://hotline.org.il/fen/main/) and the Association for
Civil Rights and Physicians for Human Rights (www.phr.org.il).

Is it possible for the State of Israel to be obliged to receive and
absorb every illegal infiltrator or asylum seeker? What will happen
to Israel’s Jewish identity?

How can one determine the difference between asylum seekers and
illegal work immigrants? Should such a distinction matter at all?
How can a state like Israel lock its gates to refugees? Can this be
possible for a people that has only recently endured the Holocaust?
How can Israel absorb refugees from distant countries, yet refuse to
repeal the “Right of Return” of millions of Palestinian refugees who
either fled or were banished from the country in 1948? What about
the legitimate claims of Israeli citizens that their livelihood has been
seriously affected by the illegal immigrants, and that they and their
children are under constant fear of concrete danger, be it robbery,
rape or murder?




Holot Detention Facility

Since the two Intifadas (uprisings) of 1987 and 2000, and following the Oslo Accord and the physical separation between
Israel’s citizens and the Palestinians, Israel began importing foreign labor from various countries for determined periods
of time. Some of them have remained in Israel illegally.

In recent years, thousands of foreigners have been joining this community of legal and illegal workers. Most of them are
illegal infiltrators, mostly from Sudan and Eritrea in Africa, who have arrived as refugees fleeing from the bloody civil wars
in their homelands. However, many of them are in fact labor immigrants seeking work in Israel.

Several Israeli citizens and many politicians have demanded immediate deportation of all illegal infiltrators, for various
reasons:

e This is a brutal violation of Israel’s immigration laws.

e Under the argument of life-saving humanitarian activities Israel, in fact, absorbs illegal labor immigrants.

e The cost of the absorption of these illegal infiltrators is unthinkable.

e Many of the illegal immigrants, who come from harsh economic and cultural backgrounds, seriously harm the livelihood
of Israeli citizens in whose neighborhood they live. Several cases of robbery, rape and even murder have been reported.
Many politicians and Knesset members, especially from the right wing, have begun using terminology such as calling the
immigrants “cancer” or insinuating that these populations spread life-threatening diseases and epidemics.

e The illegal immigrants steal paying positions from Israeli citizens.

e |f Israel opens its gates to refugees and immigrants from distant countries, how can it still refuse the “Right of Return”
of millions of Palestinian refugees who fled the country, or were banished, in 19487

One of the decisions regarding the treatment of the illegal infiltrators, who were caught crossing the southern border with
Egypt, was to detain them in Saharonim Prison in Ktsi’ot, in the Negev, where they were registered and received a hearing
about their status. According to the Israeli law of prevention of illegal infiltration, they could be locked for a period of up
to three years.

In 2013 the Supreme Court ruled that the law which allowed for the imprisonment of someone for three years was
unconstitutional. Following that ruling, the Knesset approved a revision to the law of prevention of illegal infiltration.
According to the revision, illegal infiltrators could be put under custody for a period of up to one year. Those who already
are in Israel can be transferred to an open facility, in which they should be provided living conditions, including health and
dental services, welfare and some allowance.
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Targeted Killing

“Targeted killing” is the term coined by the government of Israel and the IDF during the second Intifada (uprising) in the
West Bank, 2000-2005. It refers to IDF’'s military operations aimed at assassinating Palestinian terror activists. Israel
considers these targeted killings of wanted terrorists, while attempting to avoid harming innocent civilians, legal and moral
operations of self-defense.

When the use of these operations (and terminology) began, Israel clarified that in all cases, these assassinations were
of “ticking bombs” and were meant to clearly and immediately prevent specific terror activities. The “targeted killing”
replaced a former more general mode of operation known as “liquidation.” Military operations defined as “liquidation”
included the assassination of terrorists such as Yahya Ayyash or Abu Jihad.

In December 2006 the Supreme Court ruled—on an appeal by two left-wing organizations who opposed targeted killings—
that each case of a targeted killing should be examined individually. The court stated that “we should not pre-determine
that every targeted killing is illegal according to international law, just as we cannot pre-determine that it is legitimate.”
The Supreme Court also ruled that even though civilians who are active in terrorist organizations may not always be
considered as warriors, they cannot expect to be defended as unarmed civilians by the international law.

The ruling states that targeted killings should always be used as an operation to prevent a specific terrorist attack rather
than deterrence or punishment. The executed terrorist should be a person who has been involved in ongoing terrorist
activities, rather than a one-time operation. The ruling also determines that targeted killings should be avoided whenever
an arrest can be made, or in cases when_the hurting of uninvolved civilians is not proportional.

Does it make any sense that Israel, unlike
so many other sovereign countries, cannot
defend itself, or liquidate those who wish its
destruction, even as a preventive measure?
Can Israel, a state claiming to have the most

moral armed forces in the world, liquidate its
opponents, at times out of revenge, and not
necessarily for self-defense?

Can you compare the Israeli policies and
practice to those of occupying forces such as
the US and Britain in Iraq and Afghanistan?
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The Israeli Wall (The West Bank Barrier)

The West Bank Barrier, aka “The Separation Fence”, “The Wall” or “The Security Wall,” has been erected by Israel in
the West Bank since 2002. Its goal is to prevent the illegal passage of unauthorized Palestinians into populated Israeli
territories. The main purpose of this has been to prevent the infiltration of terrorists, especially suicide bombers.

In June 2004 the Supreme Court issued a precedential ruling that the ratio between the harm to local Palestinian
residents and the security gain of the separation wall is unproportioned, along the alignment of the wall as drawn by the
IDF. Therefore, the court demanded that the IDF alter the path of the fence in the Jerusalem area, so that Palestinian
agricultural lands would be less harmed.

The Supreme Court determined that the defense purposes of the fence were legal. It also validated the proposed path,
as drawn by the Israeli Ministry of Security, as generally based on security considerations, thus confirming the state’s
claim that this was a security fence. However, the court determined that in certain cases security could be somewhat
compromised in order to ease the impact on local Palestinians who dwell near the path of the fence.

On September 15 2005, at an appeal submitted by Palestinians, the Supreme Court ruled an alteration in the path of
the fence in the area of Palestinian Qalgilya and Jewish settlement Alfei Menashe. The petitioners were local Palestinians
whose villages were left in isolated enclaves outside the boundaries of the fence. Eventually, the Ministry of Security,
having examined a number of alternative options, mended the path of the fence in that area. However, an additional
appeal by the same parties was refused.

How could Israel separate families and harm the livelihood of Palestinians?
Isn’t the State of Israel’s highest priority to draw such a path for the security
fence that would be most effective for the prevention of terror attacks on
innocent Jewish civilians?
Several initiatives for the building of a wall between the United States and
Mexico, and between states in Europe, in order to prevent illegal immigration (as
well as that of asylum seekers), the smuggling of terrorists and illegal weapons
or drugs have been proposed. How were these initiatives received? What is your
take on this initiative? Can you compare the Israeli and American and European
needs for a wall? Is a wall the only sustainable solution? Can you think of other
suggestions?
Do fundamental values clash around the issue of such a separating barrier? Can
you think of other issues in which such values clash?
The Soviet Union and the East German government erected a wall separating the
Western and eastern parts of Berlin in 1961, which prevented the free movement
of citizens between the Democratic and Communist parts of the city until it was
demolished 1989, prior to the reunification of Germany.

Is any comparison between the two walls valid?
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“Neighbor Procedure”

“Neighbor Procedure,” later renamed “Caution Procedure,”
is a practice that the IDF used for fighting terror during the
second Intifada (uprising) in the West Bank, 2000-2005. This
procedure was utilized in cases when the IDF suspected
that an armed wanted Palestinian terrorist was entranced
in a house.

While using “Neighbor Procedure,” the IDF soldiers would
demand that a relative or a neighbor of the wanted suspect
knock on the door and ask the wanted suspect to turn
himself in. IDF’s premise is that the terrorist would refrain
from shooting his loved ones. However, during one of the
hundreds of times this procedure was utilized, an innocent
Palestinian was killed from the terrorist’s fire.

The opponents of the “Neighbor Procedure” claimed that
it involved the illegal use of Palestinian civilians as human
shield. The Israel Defense Force, however, explained that this
procedure was humane and immensely saved casualties
both on the Israeli and Palestinian sides.

Adalah (http://www.adalah.org/en), the Legal Center for
Arab Minority rights in Israel, together with the Association
for Civil Rights in Israel (http://www.acri.org.il/en/) and other
organizations appealed to the Supreme Court, claiming that
this procedure was illegal.

On October 6 2005 the Supreme Court ruled that the
“Neighbor Procedure” was prohibited and that civilians
should never be used in military operations. In 2010 two
IDF soldiers were convicted for illegally using it and were
sentenced for three months’ probation.

The “Neighbor Procedure” was replaced by “Pressure
Cooker Procedure,” which utilizes different methods of
pressure in an attempt to get the entranced suspects to turn
themselves in or to have them Killed, if they refuses to turn
themselves in, while refraining from endangering soldiers or
civilians.

Is it possible that a sovereign state

such as Israel would endanger innocent
civilians, rather than make every effort
to protect their well-being?

Does it make any sense to forbid the
state’s armed forces from utilizing
procedures that proved themselves

as highly efficient in capturing armed
terrorists and the protection of soldiers?
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Appeal to the Supreme Court against Torture

The Supreme Court, as High Court Justice, ruled
that during the interrogation of a suspect of a
violent act against the state, the Shin Beit, Israel’s
General Security Service, is allowed to use physical
pressure. However, the Supreme Court prohibited
the use of certain specific torture methods that are
too physically or emotionally painful.

The court also ruled that the legitimization of certain
use of physical torture should not be improperly
used as an open license for the use of such
methods. However, this could stand in the defense
of an interrogator who may be sued for the use of
torture on a suspect. The court ruled that plausible
interrogation should not include violent, cruel or
inhuman treatment of the suspect.

- p—

Is it imaginable that Israel’s General Security
Service is unable to use a variety of methods

in its mission to prevent terrorist attacks? After
all this is the essence of the state’s citizens’
security, and the country and its citizens are
under constant existential threats of terror!
Does it make any sense that the General
Security Service would act with no
fundamental guidelines and red lines?
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The Closing of Bar llan Street in Jerusalem on Saturdays

Bar llan Street in Jerusalem has turned into one of the most vivid symbols of the ongoing struggle between the ultra-
orthodox and secular communities in Israel.

It serves as a major arterial road in Israel’s capital, leading to the northern quarters of Jerusalem, and its path goes through
a number of ultra-orthodox neighborhoods.

Since 1988, Bar llan Street has become the grounds for ongoing feuds between the secular and ultra-orthodox
communities. The latter demand closing it and forbidding any ongoing traffic during the Sabbath, whereas the secular
insist on using it at all time.

This struggle has brought about many demonstrations and a number of violent incidents, and consequently a lot of
commotion in the media. For more two decades it has occupied several authorities in Israel, among them the Jerusalem
municipality, the Knesset, the Ministry of Transportation, municipal and transportation courts and the Supreme Court.

In August 1996 the Supreme Court issued an interim order against the closure of Bar llan Street on the Sabbath, but
following the escalation of ultra-orthodox riots, it ruled again, in 1997, in a truly unorthodox way. The Supreme Court
called for the establishing of a committee that would thoroughly examine the issue and assist the court in reaching its
ultimate decision.

The final decision was a compromise which kept the street closed for traffic on parts of the Sabbath, mostly during
service times, and opening it only partially for secular traffic.
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Could the State of Israel have an official policy that
discriminates its citizens based on their religion or
national identity? Should pre-statehood institutions,
such as JNF, still operate in an established state, and
maintain discriminatory policies?

Doesn’t the State of Israel (or any other official
authority) have a right of deciding to whom it
wishes to sell its lands? Do you find the solution
reasonable? Satisfying? Could you suggest an
alternative resolution to such an issue?

How would your country deal with an issue of
refusal to sell public property to certain citizens, for
instance, Jews?




The Sale of State Lands to Arabs

As mentioned before, for historical pre-statehood reasons, most of the public lands in Israel are legally owned by the
Jewish National Fund (Keren HaKayemet Lelsragl), an organization whose operations since the early days of Zionism,
were targeted at the acquisition of lands for the purpose of settling Jews on them.

The Knesset voted and approved an early version of a law which reconfirms the JNF’s right to sell (or, in fact, lease) lands
that it owns (the majority of public lands in Israel) to Jews only. However, doesn’t this ruling stand in contradiction to the
Basic Law of Human Dignity and Freedom and harms the fundamental values of the State of Israel?

Fuad and Bahaa Abu-Riyya, an Israeli Arab couple from the Arab city Sakhnin, wished to lease a house in Karmiel (a
predominantly Jewish city in the Galilee) in 2004. Mr. and Mrs. Abu-Riyya reached a deal with the Jewish sellers and
paid them a deposit of NIS 50,000 ($12,500). However, when they intended to register their rights on the property at
the Ministry of the Interior (the Israeli equivalent to being in escrow in the U.S.), the Israeli Land Authority (the state-run
authority in charge of lands) informed them that they were unable to lease the house. The reason they were given was
that the house was built on a JNF-owned land, and JNF refused to lease property to Arabs.

The Jewish National Fund (JNF or KKL) is an organization founded by the World Zionist Organization in Basel, Switzerland,
in 1901, the city in which the very first World Zionist Congress had taken place in 1897. The mission of the newly founded
organization was to acquire lands in the Land of Israel, for the purpose of settling Jews (and Jews only) on them.
Following the founding of the State of Israel in 1948, the government-run Israeli Land Authority signed an agreement
with JNF/KKL, in which the government authority binds itself to the JINF/KKL policy, according to which the Fund’s lands
would be leased to Jews and Jews only.

Mr. and Mrs. Abu-Riyya sought help from the Mossawa Advocacy Center for Arab Citizens in Israel (http://www.mossawa.
org/en), and the center appealed, in their name to the Supreme Court, claiming that this was clear discrimination. In the
appeal they indicated that the State of Israel gave them a clear message that as Arabs they were not equal citizens, but
rather inferior, humiliated and helpless. Following the appeal to the Supreme Court (AKA the High Court Justice), the
solution found was that the Israeli Land Authority and the Jewish National Fund exchanged lands, so that the property on
which the house in dispute was no longer standing on JNF-owned land, and thus the Arab couple was able to purchase
it. JNF received an alternative property, on which its policy could be maintained.

After the ruling, Meni Mazuz, currently a Supreme Court Justice, and then the Attorney General (or literally, the Legal
Advisor to the Government), recommended in 2005 that the Jewish National Fund change its policy.

Thus, the Supreme Court (as High Court for Justice) in fact overturned a bill that had already been preliminarily
approved by the Knesset, according to which JNF lands will be sold to Jews only, since this contradicted the
Basic Law of Human Dignity and Liberty and thus injures the fundamental values of the State of Israel.
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The Registration of Same-Sex Couples as Married

According to Israeli law (where there is no separation between religion and state), all marriages are performed by the
official religious authorities, according to couple’s religion. Not only can a marriage be performed only when both people
are of the same faith, and performed by clergy only, but same-sex marriages are not recognized by any of the official
religions in Israel.

However, following the ruling of the Supreme Court (Yossi Ben Ari’s appeal against the Ministry of the Interiors), the Israeli
Ministry of the Interiors now has to recognize same-sex marriages which were performed in other countries.

Thus, even though Israel formally does not recognize same-sex marriages, it is obliged to recognize the couple as married
and have them registered as a married couple in the population registration as well as their personal status in their ID. In
this paradoxical situation, even though the couple is not considered married under Israeli law, it does receive the status of
married, de-facto, in most legal issues.

After years of lack of clarity about this issue, the Supreme Court ruled in 2006 that five same-sex couples, who had been
wed in Canada, should be registered in Israel as married. However, the court clarified that this registration in the population
registration and personal ID’s does not really influence the couples’ status as married or single, and this “complex and
difficult” issue has remained unresolved.

Does it make sense that same-sex marriages should be
permitted and performed in the State of Israel, when such
an act is in complete contradiction to Jewish Halacha
(religious law)?

Is it acceptable that in 21st century Israel same-sex
couples cannot find a way of being legally registered and
legally recognized?

What is the law and/or custom in your area? Can you

discuss struggles of both supporters and opponents of
same-sex marriages? How do Jewish institutions in your
area refer to the issue?

Should Israel follow such reforms as same-sex marriages
that have been taking over the western world, or-being a
Jewish state-should it follow its own course and disregard
“the rest of the world”?




- =

The Sale of Pork in Israel

The Jewish National Fund — a pre-statehood public organization which still holds the formal ownership of a majority of
Israel’s land — forbade the raising of pigs on lands that it owned. In the early 1950s, shortly after the founding of Israel in
1948, this turned into a major dispute over the issue of religious coercion.

Following several attempts to forbid the sale of pork by municipal by-laws, which were halted by the Supreme Court,
another anti-pig strategy was set in motion, this time regarding the raising of pigs, rather than the sale of their meat.
The authority known as the Supervisor of Foods ruled that pigs could not be raised, maintained or handled in Israel
without the Supervisor’s personal specific permission. This referred only to Jewish settlements.

The Supreme Court canceled this new ruling, and determined that the Supervisor of Foods is in charge of supervising the
quality of foods, rather than act from any religious motivation.

One of the most highly charged issued in the relationship of state and religion — the sale of pork — was discussed at the
Supreme Court. The justices determined that local authorities which created municipal by-laws forbidding the sale of pork
should be reevaluated, and those by-laws were suspended.
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Additional information Violation of rights

e There shall be no violation of rights under this Basic Law except by a law befitting the values of the State of Israel,
enacted for a proper purpose, and to an extent no greater than is required.

e Reservation regarding security forces

e There shall be no restriction of rights under this Basic Law held by persons serving in the Israel Defense Forces, the

Israel Police, the Prisons Service and other security organizations of the State, nor shall such rights be subject to

conditions, except by virtue of a law, or by regulation enacted by virtue of a law, and to an extent no greater than is

required by the nature and character of the service.

Validity of laws

This Basic Law shall not affect the validity of any law (din) in force prior to the commencement of the Basic Law.

Application

All governmental authorities are bound to respect the rights under this Basic Law.

Stability

This Basic Law cannot be varied, suspended or made subject to conditions by emergency regulations;

notwithstanding, when a state of emergency exists, by virtue of a declaration under section 9 of the Law and

Administration Ordinance, 5708-1948, emergency regulations may be enacted by virtue of said section to deny or

restrict rights under this Basic Law, provided the denial or restriction shall be for a proper purpose and for a period

and extent no greater than is required.

Can you think of equivalent laws
in your countries (or in other
countries you know)? Are these
part of the constitution, “special”
laws, or perhaps regular laws?
Try to compare and discuss.




Basic Law Human Dignity and Liberty

The law of human dignity and liberty is a basic (or fundamental) law whose purpose is to defend the basic civil and human
rights in the State of Israel. The law, which determines that human dignity and liberty are the fundamental values from
which human rights are derived, was legislated by the twelfth Knesset on March 17, 1992.

This law determines human dignity and liberty as basic values from which human rights are drawn, and those that
are defined by the basic law, which has been accepted as “the Human Rights Declaration” of the Israeli legal system.
However, this law does not contain any shielded clauses, and thus the Israeli Knesset may change it with a regular
majority.

According to the perception of many of the Israeli Supreme Court justices, among them (former) Chief Justice Aharon
Barak, the establishing of this law, and another “Basic Law: The Freedom of Occupation” launched the constitutional
revolution in Israel, since the Knesset endowed both those basic laws with super-constitutional status. Thanks to that
special status, the courts in Israel have the authority to declare that laws which contradict these two basic laws are void.
Therefore, once these two basic laws were legislated and accepted, a fundamental change occurred to the status of civil
rights in Israel.

Purpose

e The purpose of this Basic Law is to protect human dignity and liberty, in order to establish in a Basic Law the values
of the State of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state.

e Preservation of life, body and dignity

e There shall be no violation of the life, body or dignity of any person as such.

Protection of property

e There shall be no violation of the property of a person.

e Protection of life, body and dignity

e All persons are entitled to protection of their life, body and dignity.

Personal liberty

e There shall be no deprivation or restriction of the liberty of a person by imprisonment, arrest, extradition or otherwise.
Leaving and entering Israel

e (a) All persons are free to leave Israel.

e (b) Every Israel national has the right of entry into Israel from abroad.

Privacy

e All persons have the right to privacy and to intimacy.

There shall be no entry into the private premises of a person who has not consented thereto.

No search shall be conducted on the private premises of a person, nor in the body or personal effects.
There shall be no violation of the confidentiality of conversation, or of the writings or records of a person.




Activities
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In the Israeli Proclamation of Independence on May 14 1948, David Ben Gurion, Israel’s first Prime Minister, stated clearly:
“We declare that, with effect from the moment of the termination of the [British] Mandate being tonight, the eve of
Sabbath, the 6th lyar, 5708 (15th May, 1948), until the establishment of the elected, regular authorities of the State in
accordance with the Constitution which shall be adopted by the Elected Constituent Assembly not later than the 1st
October 1948, the People's Council shall act as a Provisional Council of State, and its executive organ, the People's
Administration, shall be the Provisional Government of the Jewish State, to be called "Israel."

However, to this day no constitution has been written in the State of Israel.

One of the reasons for the lack of a formal constitution is the fear that members of the orthodox and ultra-orthodox
parties (and their supporters) will claim that the only possible constitution for Israel could be the Torah and Talmud, Jewish

halachic laws.

The Proclamation of Independence itself
does not have a formal legal status in
Israel.

With the dearth of a legal constitution,
“Basic Laws” have been used as some
substitute for a formal legal code whose
status is more stable and is above regular
laws that are legislated by the Knesset.
In 1986, a number of scholars, among
them leading law scholars and retired
justices, came up with an initiative for the
composing of a constitution for Israel.
The leading forces behind this initiative
were apolitical. Whereas there was a
clear public support of it, the majority of
Knesset members rejected it, mostly for
fear of the orthodox and ultra-orthodox
political parties, and the crucial role they
play (as a “balance pivot”) in most political
coalitions in the Israeli Knesset.

What is the difference between regular laws and a
constitution?

Does a state really need a constitution? Aren’t regular laws
sufficient?

What are the initial roles and basic necessity of the
American constitution, or even the ancient British Magna
Karta?

Since the state of Israel is Jewish, are the orthodox
politicians, who claim that the religious Jewish law, the
Halacha, right in their position that there can be no room
for a separate constitution?

In a Jewish state should there be any separation between
religion and state? Can they be separated and if so, how?
Nearly seven decades after the establishment of the State
of Israel, is the initiative to compose a constitution still
timely, or too late?
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The State of Israel: The Law of Human Dignity and Freedom

Instructions for Workshop Facilitators

The documentary “Justice Aharon Barak” discusses a number of issues. Some are philosophical and thought-
provoking, whereas others deal with the more existential everyday life in Israel.

This workshop makes these issues more concrete, and encourages an open discussion between the participants on
issues and questions that could open a discussion, such as:

e |srael defines itself as being both a Jewish and a democratic state. Do you see any contradictions or potential
conflicts between these two identities?

e |f you were to hierarchize, which of the two identities should be more dominant, the democratic or the Jewish?
Why?

e Given lIsrael’'s ongoing existential security issues, how can one define the delicate balance between security and
civil or individual rights?

The activities include flash cards, arranged according to topic. Each card contains a ruling of the Israeli Supreme
Court (High Court for Justice).

Each participant, on their turn, will read aloud the topic, and lead a short discussion on it.

At the conclusion of the discussion two kinds of group activities are recommended:

e \/ote and reach a group decision on the issues discussed.

e Summarize the pro and con rationales of the participants in regard to the issues discussed, and create a debate
between the two groups. The verdict will be given by appointed “judges” among the participants.

Following each short discussion, the participants may vote on it, and see whether they have reached a ruling similar
that of the Supreme Court.

Another way is to divide the issues according to groups of supporters and objectors, to open a debate and appoint
a group of judges who will make the final ruling.
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This program was initiated and produced by the Department for Diaspora Activities

The “Beit Ha'am” program was developed by the Department for Diaspora Activities at the World
Zionist Organization, in order to encourage discourse on the issues relevant to the meaning of
Zionism in the 21st century.

Is the Zionist vision accomplished? What is the role of the State of Israel for life in the Diaspora?

N - How does the interaction between Israel and the Diaspora in this era play out, and more?
| Program materials include a variety of traditional and modern texts, videos, artwork, games and
" } more, through which we aim to create a lively, critical and contemporary discussion. This is an

¢ opportunity for each and every one, in any part of the world, regardless of prior knowledge, to
think, to question and discuss the meaning of Zionism in the 21st century and its relevance to our lives.
This booklet, which is part of a broad and renewed activity, offers a comprehensive look into a fascinating aspect of the
intricacy of Israeli democracy: Basic Law: Human Dignity and Liberty.
Through the discussion of several key legal cases, the students delve into the complexities of Israeli life, the tension between
democracy and Judaism, the efforts to keep the legal system pure and neutral while struggling with existential issues, and the
role that Israel’s Supreme Court plays in keeping Israeli democracy unharmed, when the state (still) does not have a proper
constitution.
We invite you to share this fascinating aspect of Israel’s life, and with the help of this study guide open up meaningful
discussions that can help further bond young people from the Diaspora with three-dimensional Israel.

“Beit Ha’am” content exists in Hebrew, English, Spanish, French, Portuguese and German and, if necessary, will be translated
into other languages. The materials can be used in different settings and with different audiences, we invite you to use them,
and stay in touch with us for any request or question that you may have: beithaam@wzo.org.il

Gusti Yehoshua Braverman, Head of the Department for Diaspora Activities
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