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The Basel Program
The Basel Program was formulated by Max
Nordau at the First Zionist Congress, held
in Basel, Switzerland in 1897. Its primary
objective: "Zionism seeks to establish a
publicly and legally assured home for the
Jewish people in the Land of lsrael." In
other words, it conveyed the aspiration to
establish a national home for the Jews in the
LLand of Israel, sanctioned by the nations of
the world. The Basel Program did not make
use of the word "state" — but rather, "home"
— because there was concern about how
the Ottoman authorities, who at time ruled
Palestine, would react and could possibly
harm the Jews living there.

e The Basel Program links the concepts of home and homeland.
The word homeland has two dictionary definitions:

The first — the country a person is born in; one’s native country.
The second - a tract of land or part of a country that a people
has a long historical bond with.

e What is your homeland? Why? Can a person have “two
homelands?”

¢ Is a homeland a home? What other kinds of homes do you
have? (a physical home / a spiritual home / a home you yearn for
/ a national home / a home of your dreams / a fairy tale home/ a
home in our hearts).

e What’s the connection between a “homeland” and a “national
home?”

¢ Is France a home to Frenchmen, and England to Englishmen,
like Israel is a home to Jews? Why? (Explain your answer).




Pine - Leah Goldberg
Here | will not hear the call of the cuckoo.

Here the tree will not wear a bonnet of snow, Perhaps only migrating birds know —

But here in the shade of these pines when they're suspended between heaven and earth —
My whole childhood comes back to life. the heartache of having two homelands.

The chime of the needles: once upon a time With you, | was planted twice,

homeland was the name | gave the snow, With you, pine trees, | grew,

and the greenish ice on the river's edge and my roots are in two different landscapes.

was the language of the song in a foreign land.

¢ Why, in your opinion, do Leah Goldberg’s
“two homelands” cause her such heartache?
¢ Do you also feel that you have two homelands?
What emotions do they evoke in you?

¢ Can one be “planted” in two places at the
same time? Does one place come at the
expense of the other?

¢ Can you write about / describe / draw each of
your homelands, like Goldberg did?

Leah Goldberg is one of the most prominent contemporary Hebrew poets. She was born at the beginning of the 20th century in
Koenigsberg, Prussia and came to pre-State Israel as a young girl. In addition to poetry, Goldberg wrote children's books and was also a
translator and literary critic and researcher. She received the Israel Prize in Literature in 1970, and was a professor of literature at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.




Lyman Frank Baum, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

“That is because you have no brains,” the girl answered.

“No matter how dreary and gray our homes are, we people of
flesh and blood would rather live there than in any other country,
be it ever so beautiful. There is no place like home.”

¢ Do you agree with Dorothy from the
Wonderful Wizard of Oz? Do you also
believe that there’s no place like home,

as beautiful as it may be?

e Which home do you think Dorothy is
referring to? What other kinds of homes do
you have?

e Why don’t most of us open our homes ‘wide
open’ all year long, like we do on Sukkot in the
sukkah? What does that say about us? About
the values of the modern world? About the
contemporary structure of society?

About how we view a home?

¢ Do most of us observe the hosting guests
(ushpizin) commandment?

Mishna, Ethics of the Fathers 1:5

Yosi ben Yochanan of Jerusalem said:
“Let your house be wide open and let the
poor be members of your household.”




“Sukkot - The Special Value of Equality” - Avigail Graetz, an Israeli playwright

The Hebrew word sukkot is the plural form of sukkah — a booth or tabernacle, which is a makeshift structure with walls,
covered with tree branches or bamboo poles. Throughout the holiday, the sukkah becomes the family’s primary living
space. All their meals are eaten inside the sukkah and they may sleep there as well. The Torah commands us to leave
our easy lives and comforts for a week and live like nomads. Nature should be trusted, precious belongings should be
left behind, and everyone is equal. All too often our precious belongings define who we are and create barriers between
us and those surrounding us. The holiday invites us to embrace the basics, to be at one with nature and its climate and,
most importantly, to put aside the tools we use to judge others to truly accept them, for without their precious belongings
they are just like us. The structure of the sukkah enables us to see just how fragile our “real” walls are, how the things
around us are transitory, and how a “home” doesn’t need that much. Joy and happiness and the company of other
people are everything we really need.

llf“ln_::"_ ] ';
Avigail Graetz attributes values of equality, simplicity, modesty, b Taltp .
and being at one with nature to the Sukkot holiday, and ranks \
human needs in a different way than the affluent society in the
West has gotten us accustomed to. Does her belief that “joy
and happiness and the company of other people are everything
we really need” speak to you? Do you agree with those
priorities?
¢ What does a home need so it can be defined as one? Is there
a connection between the place we live/sleep in and the feeling
of being at home? How do we create such a feeling?

¢ Are you prepared to “leave your easy lives and comforts” for
any period of time? What price will you pay if do that? And what
will you gain?

Avigail Graetz, who was born in Israel in 1975, has published poems and stories and is also an award-winning playwright. She used to
write a widely-read column on a popular website, dealing with the weekly Torah portions and their connection to Buddhism.




For seven days, the sukkah becomes
our home. What is a home? What
5 does it symbolize? What meanings do

S kk we attach to it — physical, emotional,

Ot mental and national?

“He is happiest, be he king or peasant, who finds peace in his home.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Sukkot is a Biblical holiday that is celebrated for seven days, between 15 and 21 Tishrei. The first day is a holy day, which
is followed by six intermediary festival days. Sukkot is one of the three pilgrimage holidays mentioned in the Bible, and
in the days of the Temple, Jews would go to Jerusalem during Sukkot. Jews are commanded to live in a sukkah (booth
or tabernacle) throughout the entire holiday and use it for all their regular household needs — such as eating their meals
or even sleeping. By doing so, they commemorate the tabernacles of the Israelites in the desert following the exodus
from Egypt. Another commandment associated with the holiday is the gathering of the four species. Gathering the four
species means gathering four kinds of plants: a Iulav (palm tree frond), an etrog (fruit from a citron tree), three myrtle
branches, and two brook willows, which are bound and waved in all directions on each day of the holiday.

Leviticus 23:39-43

“But on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you gather in the produce of the land, you shall
celebrate the festival of the Lord for a seven day period; the first day shall be a rest day, and the eighth
day shall be a rest day. And you shall take for yourselves on the first day, the fruit of choice trees, palm
branches, boughs of thick trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your
God for a seven day period. And you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord for seven days in the year.
[It is] an eternal statute throughout your generations [that] you celebrate it in the seventh month. For a
seven day period you shall live in booths. Every resident among the Israelites shall live in booths. So
that your [ensuing] generations should know that I had the children of Israel live in booths when I took
them out of the land of Egypt. I am the Lord, your God.”
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Stones - Lev Tolstoy (Based on a translation from the Russian by Eliezer Steinman)

Two men went to a scholar for a lesson and to hear his insights on morality. One of them considered himself a great sinner. In
his youth, he had fought with and struck a friend in the field, and the man died as a result of those blows. Since then, he had
been tormenting himself and was unable to find any solace. The other man claimed to have never committed any serious
offense and considered himself pure and honest.

The scholar questioned the two men and asked them about their lives and deeds. The first tearfully confessed his great sin.
And he also didn’t expect that his sin could be atoned for. The other man said he had never committed any major sins, and
for that reason couldn’t remember them and they didn’t weigh heavily on his conscience.

The scholar said to the first man:

“Go, my son, beyond the fence and find a large stone, one that you are able to carry, and bring it to me.” “And you,” he said
to the second man who had never committed any sins, “bring me as many stones as you can find and carry, but they must
all be small stones.”

And the two men went out as instructed and did what the scholar told them to do. One brought back a large stone, and the
other a sack full of small stones. The scholar looked at the stones and said:

“And now - take all the stones and return them to the exact place you found them, and then come back to me again.”
And the two men went out as instructed and did what the scholar told them to do. The first man easily found the place where
he taken the large stone from and placed it there. But the other man could not remember the numerous places where he
had collected the small stones. So he went back to the scholar with all his small stones, not having been able to follow the
scholar’s instructions.

“That’s how it is with stones,” the scholar said. “You easily returned the large, heavy stone to its place because you
remembered where you had taken it from. But you, on the other hand, were unable to do so because you couldn’t remember
where you took the small stones from. The same holds true for a sin that a man commits. Like a heavy stone, it weighs on
his conscience. His transgression will be lifted and his sin will be atoned. But, woe is the man who doesn’t make note of his
small sins and transgressions, because after many days he will not remember them nor find atonement for them.”

e Can you offer some examples of “large
stones” and “small stones” from our
own lives?

e Based on your understanding, why

does the scholar believe that small

sins and transgressions are no less
significant than the large ones, and may
even surpass them? How do you feel
about this matter?




¢ Which “one word” do you think Gilad is referring to?

¢ How do you feel after reading his poem? Do you agree
/ identify with it - or not? Why is it so hard for so many
people (Whether friends or spouses) to utter that word?

Seemingly - Zrubavel Gilad
And seemingly it's so easy and natural

. . o
to say that one word e Who would you like to ask forgiveness from? What

to a dear person frightens people about asking for forgiveness? Why does
And it's natural to approach him “sorry seem to be hardest word?” And why does saying
And hold his hand, and look into his eyes sorTy expose us?

And the cloud that envelops the heart will fade
Seemingly.

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Teshuvah (Laws of Repentance) 2:9

“Repentance (teshuvah) and Yom Kippur only atone for sins between man and God, such

as eating forbidden foods or engaging in sinful sexual relations. Sins between one man and
his fellow, such as striking, cursing, or stealing, are never forgiven until one pays for his
debt and appeases his fellow. Even if he repays the money he owes, he must still ask for
forgiveness. Even if he only spoke badly about his fellow, he must appease and beseech
until he is forgiven. If his fellow refuses to forgive him, he must bring a group of three of his
fellows and go to him and ask him (for forgiveness). If he still does not forgive him, he must
go to him a second and third time (with a different group of three people). If he still refuses
to forgive him, he should leave him be. And he who refuses to forgive

is now the sinner.”

¢ Do you agree with Maimonides that neither
repentance nor Yom Kippur can atone for a sin
committed against another person, and that direct
forgiveness must be obtained? Why?

e Why is a person who does not forgive his fellow
seeking forgiveness, even after coming to him
three times to ask for forgiveness, the sinner?

Zrubavel Gilad (1912-1988) was a Hebrew poet, editor and translator. He was born in Bessarabia and later fled to Odessa with his family.
He came to pre-State Israel in 1924 and settled at Kibbutz Ein Harod, where he lived until his death. Zrubavel Gilad was one of the first
members of the Paimach and wrote its anthem.




Yom Kippur

"Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future." Pablo Picasso

Yom Kippur is a Biblical holiday and is one of the Jewish festivals. It is considered the holiest day on the Jewish
calendar. Yom Kippur, which falls on the tenth day of Tishrei, revolves around the themes of forgiveness and repentance.
Furthermore, affliction is commanded by the Torah. According to Jewish sages, that affliction includes five prohibitions:
no eating and drinking, no application of ointments, no bathing, no wearing of leather footwear, no sexual relations. Yom

Kippur is the only fast day that is not postponed if it falls on Shabbat.
Leviticus 23:26-29
“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: But on the tenth of this seventh month, it is a Day of
Atonement, it shall be a holy occasion for you, and you shall afflict yourselves, and you shall offer
up a fire offering to the Lord. You shall not perform any work on that very day, for it is a Day of
Atonement, for you to gain atonement before the Lord, your God. Those who will not be afflicted on

that very day, shall be cut off from their people”

For the group leader

You've been given a “Forgiveness Presentation” consisting of 30 slides that visually depict different forms of forgiveness in a special
way. As they watch the presentation, ask the participants to make note of the slides that speak to them. After that, each participant
can choose a certain form of forgiveness that he/she related to in particular, and then tell the rest of the group why.

Another possible activity: inspired by the slides, ask the participants to draw/create/write “their forgiveness.” (If needed, the leader
can prepare the necessary arts & crafts materials in advance — sheets of paper / glue / scissors/ etc.).




Repentance

What Rabbi Bunim Said
Rabbi Bunim of Peshischa would tell his followers: “The sins
that a person commits — they are not his greatest crime. After all,
temptation is powerful and his strength is limited. The greatest
crime of a man is that he can repent at any moment, and does not
do so.” (Or HaGanuz, 418)

¢ Do you agree with Rabbi Bunim
that not repenting is worse than
sinning? Why?

¢ As you see it, what does
“repenting” mean? Does such a
thing even exist?

¢ Do you agree that those who have repented
come before the righteous? Why?

¢ Does genuine repentance really exist? Who
defines what it is? What do you think it is? What
does a person have to do in order to repent?

e And when it comes to a group/community -
what is tikkun olam? (repairing the world).

Is there such a thing as true tikkun or untrue
tikkun?

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Teshuvah (Laws of Repentance) 7:4

“Those who have repented should not believe that they are far removed from the ranks
of the righteous because of their sins and transgressions. On the contrary. They are
loved and cherished by the Creator as if they had never sinned at all. Moreover, their
reward is even greater because they have experienced the taste of sin and abandoned it
and subdued their urges. Our sages taught us that ‘in a place where the penitent stand,
the wholly righteous may not stand.” In other words, they outrank those who have never
sinned because they subdue their urges more than the others.”
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Soul-Searching

One of the commandments associated with Rosh Hashana and the ten days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur
is soul-searching and introspection. Before asking the Creator and our friends for forgiveness (for sins between man and
God and between man and man), we are commanded to search our own souls and be as honest with ourselves as
possible in all that concerns our behavior and morality. Soul-searching can be philosophical and secular, and can be done
every day, from time to time or, according to Jewish tradition, once a year.

It's Good for a Man - Zalman Shazar
It's good for a man to be alone once,
No book, no companion,
No public, no private.
Just him and his heart
With his heart all alone.
It's good for a man to be alone once.
It's good that he be with none of his
possessions —
No home, no field, no demand, no obligation.
He should only listen to his heart and remain
totally silent.
lt's good that he be with none of his
possessions
That he listen to his heart -
and understand his life
And know what exists
And feel what his life is...

e Do you, too, require complete silence in order to
examine your life? Are you inclined to do that on
occasion? When was the last time you were on your own
and listened to your heart / examined your life?

¢ |s soul-searching a spontaneous human process?

Or is it a process we are commanded to perform and

are reminded of thanks to the fixed date on the Jewish
calendar?

e “It’s good that he be with none of his possessions” -
what does that mean? As you see it, which possessions is
Shazar referring to? Are they only personal possessions,
or also national ones? What are the advantages of being
without possessions? What are the dangers?

Zalman Shazar (1889-1974) was
the State of Israel's third president.
He was an author, poet, historian,
one of the heads of the Zionist
movement, a member of Knesset,
and the Minister of Education and
Culture in Israel's first government.




The Life You Have - Yona Wallach

The life you have

is the life you've lived

Look back with understanding
Find the starting point

The creation

Create yourself

That’s the best world

The only one

yoU'll be able to create

It’s all within you

Uncover it

Start from the beginning
Look at your life

as a bad lesson

About things that happened
as a punishment

A banishment

Standing in the corner

A knockout in the first round
Fix it as one who has recovered
As one who has fallenill.

e Wallach writes “create yourself.”
If you had a magic wand, how would you like to create yourself?
What country would you choose to be born in, and what would be
your religion?

¢ If we look back with understanding — why is it necessary to
recreate ourselves? For which things within us can we show
understanding?

¢ “Find the starting point” -what is the starting point?

Do we have an individual starting point? And, as a people, do we
have a common starting point?

¢ For you, does the Jewish New Year symbolize a time of new
beginnings? Or do you feel that way more on January 1st? What
significance does your inner connection with the Hebrew date or the
Gregorian calendar date have?

e What would you like to wish yourself at the start of
the New Year? And wish the Jewish people?

Yona Wallach was a prominent Israeli poet known for her influence and singularity. She died of cancer at the young age of 41 in 1985. What made
Wallach special was her novel and bold writing that dealt with themes such as sexuality, blurred gender lines, the meaning of life, insanity and sanity.




Jewish Autumn - Avraham Halfi
(Music: Yoni Rechter)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOXRSYIzKlg

Jewish autumn in the land of my ancestors
sends me
hints of Elul.

e Who are “the tiny birds whistling the sadness?”
¢ “And then the shofars will be blown to open the gates
of heaven.” What other meanings/ purposes can blowing
the shofar on Rosh Hashana have?

e Why, in your opinion, did Halfi choose to write about
Jews from the Diaspora and not Israeli Jews?

¢ “And Jewish faces from the Diaspora in melancholy
grey” — Do Diaspora Jews have different faces than
those of Jews living in Israel? Try to draw an image of

a Diaspora Jew compared to a Jew living in Israel. Are
there differences between Jews that stem from the
place they live in?

Already going a bit insane inside of me
Are the tiny birds whistling the sadness
of Yom Kippur.

And then the shofars will be blown to open
the gates of heaven.

And Jewish faces from the Diaspora

in melancholy grey

will hover before the throne of the

Lord of the Universe.

With pleas and supplications and many sparks
in the depths of their eyes.

4"

Avraham Halfi (1904-1980) was born in Poland and came to pre-State Israel at the age of 20. He was a poet and theater actor.




Rosh Hashana

"'Some painters transform the sun into a yellow spot, and others transform a yellow
spot into the sun." Pablo Picasso

Rosh Hashana is a Jewish holiday that falls on the first and second days of Tishrei, which are also the first days of the
Jewish calendar.

According to Jewish tradition, Rosh Hashana is considered the day on which God is proclaimed the king of all humanity.
It is also considered the day of judgment, when man is judged for his actions in the passing year and his fate is sealed
for the coming year. The main good deed (“mitzvah”) associated with the holiday is blowing the shofar. Jews also send
each other greeting cards, recite the Tashlich prayer, and partake in a festive meal that includes special holiday dishes,
including apples and honey.

Rosh Hashana — The Day of the Shofar Blowingy (Numbers 29:1-2) The only custom unique to
"And in the seventh month, on the first day, there shall be a holy Rosh Hashana that appears

on f ) hall f d K in the Torah is the mitzvah
convocation for you; you shall not perform any mundane work. to celebrate the holiday by
It shall be a day of shofar sounding. You shall offer up a burnt blowing the shofar with great
offering..." . fanfare.

The shofar is blown in
a public setting.

What does it symbolize

for the individual?
For the public?




Again We Begin Anew - Natan Yonatan
Again we begin anew, as all begin;

The sower, the reaper, the poet, the leaves
falling with the wind, the pearls of dew

And the wave returning to its sloped shores.

Again we begin anew. Why not?

What'’s wrong with that?

Even this time occasionally loses count

And the wave wants to return to shore

And the music box plays the song once more.

Again we begin anew, as all begin;

We’'ll sing the song with the same words
Which never tire, like the waves

That endlessly return

To the vast sea

To the sands of the sloped shores.

Natan Yonatan (born in the Ukraine in 1923, died in Israel in 2004) was an Israeli poet. His poems have been translated into several languages.
Music was also written for the lyrics, which were later recorded and performed by various artists.
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The booklet was published exclusively for internal educational purposes

The “Beit Ha’am” program was developed by the Department for Diaspora Activities at the
World Zionist Organization, and its aim is to foster a dialog about issues relating to the meaning
of Zionism in the 21st century. This is an opportunity for each and every one of us, anywhere
around the world and regardless of previous knowledge, to reflect, question and discuss Zionism
and the degree of its relevance to our lives.

Has the Zionist vision been fulfilled? What role does the State of Israel play in the eyes of those
who live outside the country? What does the relationship between Israel and the Diaspora look
like in this day and age”? And other questions.

The program provides a diverse selection of materials, including traditional and contemporary
texts, video clips, works of art, games, etc. Using these materials, we seek to create a spirited,
critical and current dialog.

This booklet, which is part of the broad and dynamic range of areas we are involved in, proposes activities for the High
Holidays.

The significance and symbolism inherent in the High Holidays affects every person, and certainly every Jew: soul-searching,
forgiveness, repentance, home, and more. The booklet contains songs, quotes from Jewish texts, and passages from works
of prose and essays that offer a look at the holidays from a personal, and less common, perspective. By assembling the texts
and highlighting their themes, we’re enabling you to have a glimpse of the Jewish and Israeli experience as reflected in diverse
literary works, and worlds of the authors and thinkers whose writing contributed to shaping the Israeli and national ethos.
We invite you to make use of the booklet in your activities.

“Beit Ha’am” materials are available in Hebrew, English, Spanish, French, Portuguese and German and, if needed, can be
translated into additional languages. The materials can be utilized in different frameworks and for diverse audiences.

If you have any request or query regarding the subject, please contact us at beithaam@wzo.org.il.
Gusti Yehoshua-Braverman, Head of the Department for Diaspora Activities
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