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Shavu’ot From ‘People of the Land’ to ‘People of the Book’ and back

1. According to the bible, what does Shavu’ot
    celebrate?
2. Who is the text addressed to? 
    What is their life style?

    mentioned at a time of such joy?
4. Please share a “First Fruits” (Bikkurim)

    after a lot of hard work.

Deuteronomy 26
1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and dost 

land that the Lord thy God giveth thee; and thou shalt put it in a basket and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God 
shall choose to cause His name to dwell there. 3 And thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say 
unto him: ‘I profess this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am come unto the land which the Lord swore unto our fathers to 
give us.’ 4 And the priest shall take the basket out of thy hand, and set it down before the altar of the Lord thy God. 5 And 
thou shalt speak and say before the Lord thy God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my father, and he went down into Egypt, 
and sojourned there, few in number; and he became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6 And the Egyptians dealt 

with a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders. 9 And He 

God, and worship before the Lord thy God. 11 And thou shalt rejoice in all the good which the Lord thy God hath given unto 
thee, and unto thy house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is in the midst of thee.

Mishna, Tractate Bikkurim

     to Jerusalem together?
3. What do you think about the distinction that’s being 

    Bikkurim (First Fruits) ceremony?
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After the exile from the land of Israel, when the Jews no longer had their own land, the Shavu’ot 
holiday changed dramatically:
Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Yoma

“It is written in the Zohar 

Bikkurim celebrations in Izra’el Valley (1923)

1. What does Shavu’ot of the Talmud and the
    Zohar celebrate?

3. What is the origin of the custom of staying

4. Which element or value in your life would

Our Baskets on our Shoulders

Meody: Yedidya Admon 

1. Why was renewing the First Fruits celebration so

    (waves of immigration to Israel)?

    year in some Kibbutzim and Moshavim in Israel. 
     What would you celebrate / bring to the ceremony if 
    you celebrated it with your community or family?


