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November 29th / Kaf Tet B’November - The Partition Plan - Ben-Gurion

Facilitator’s guide
About the film: 

“Ben-Gurion”- Is a short chapter in an Israeli documentary series, created by Anat Zeltzer and Modi Bar-On about some of the greatest figures in the history of the state of Israel. This chapter focuses on the period between November 29th 1947 and May 14th 1948, and the events that led David Ben-Gurion to declare Israel’s independence. There’s is also a fascinating discussion about the man, his leadership and his unique character. 

Before viewing: 

· Start with a short review of the partition plan (see appendix #1) 

· Give the participants a short summary about Ben-Gurion (see appendix #2) 

· Ask the audience to keep track, while watching, of the different alternatives to a Jewish state that were given in the film, and the opposition from within the Jewish council. 

After viewing: 

Discuss the film openly; here are a few optional leading questions:

· What do you think about the alternatives to a Jewish state in Palestine that are presented in the film? (the UN partition plan and the American suggestion of a UN trust territory) 

· After viewing the documentary, do you agree with BG’s assertion that declaring the foundation of the state at that specific moment was crucial?

· Do you think the partition plan could be viable today? 

· How does BG appear to you in the film? What kind of a leader is he? What kind of a person?
· What do you think about Ben-Gurion’s vision? 
· Do we have today leaders like BG at the Jewish American community and/or the Israeli community? 
· Do you think this style of leadership is relevant for today’s Israel’s and the Jewish people’s challenges?
Index #1 - The partition plan

The United Nations Partition Plan for Palestine was a proposal developed by the United 

Nations, which recommended a partition with Economic Union of Mandatory Palestine that would follow the termination of the British Mandate. On 29 November 1947, the UN General 

Assembly adopted resolution 181(II) recommending the adoption and implementation of the partition plan.
The resolution recommended a creation of two independent Arab and Jewish States and having a Special International Regime for the City of Jerusalem. The Partition Plan, a four-part document attached to the resolution, provided for the termination of the Mandate, the progressive withdrawal of British armed forces and the delineation of boundaries between the two States and Jerusalem. 
Part I of the Plan stipulated that the Mandate would be terminated as soon as possible and the United Kingdom would withdraw no later than 1 August 1948. The new states would come into existence two months after the withdrawal, but no later than 1 October 1948. The Plan sought to address the conflicting objectives and claims of two competing movements: Arab nationalism in Palestine and Jewish nationalism, known as Zionism. The Plan also called for Economic Union between the proposed states, and for the protection of religious and minority rights. 

The Plan was accepted by the Jewish public, except for its fringes; It was accepted also by the Jewish Agency for Israel despite its perceived limitations. Arab leaders and governments rejected the plan of partition in the resolution and indicated an unwillingness to accept any form of territorial division. Their reason was that it violated the principles of national self-determination in the UN charter which granted people the right to decide their own destiny. 
You can read more about the partition plan and view the map at the Israel Ministry of foreign affair’s website: http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/aboutisrael/maps/pages/1947%20un%20partition%20plan.aspx
Index #2 – David Ben-Gurion

David Ben-Gurion's passion for Zionism, which began early in his life, led him to become a major Zionist leader and the Executive Head of the World Zionist Organization in 1946. As head of the Jewish Agency for Israel, and later president of the Jewish Agency Executive, he became the de facto leader of the Jewish community in Palestine, and largely led its struggle for an independent Jewish state in The British mandate of Palestine. 
On 14 May 1948, he formally proclaimed the establishment of the State of Israel, and was the first to sign the Israeli Declaration of Independence, which he had helped to write. Ben-Gurion led Israel during the 1948 Arab–Israeli War, and united the various Jewish militias into the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). Subsequently, he became known as "Israel's founding father". 

Following the war, Ben-Gurion served as Israel's first Prime Minister. He stepped down from office in 1963, and retired from the political life in 1970. He then moved to Sde Boker, a kibbutz in the Negev desert, where he lived until his death.
You can read more about David Ben Gurion here:

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/israel/History/1948-1967/Building_the_State/David_Ben_Gurion.shtml?p=1
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