Marriage and Religion
When it comes to marriage in Israel, it is a divided issue for each religion.  Marital jurisdiction has been granted to the religious authorities of the Christian, Muslim, Druze, and Jewish communities.  For Jews, this means that marriage is under the authority of the Chief Rabbinate.  Since 1953, this has meant that they would only recognize marriages that are conducted based on Orthodox Halacha.  For secular Jews, this poses quite a large issue, especially since civil marriages conducted outside of Israel were not always recognized.  In more recent years, there have been some changes on this.  In 1951, the Supreme Court ruled that marriages outside of Israel would be recognized as long as they were conducted in accordance with Halacha and a rabbinical court, not including Israeli citizens.  Since civil marriages are not sanctioned by the rabbinate, they cannot be formally entered in Israel, which is why many citizens are married outside. However, in 1962, the Supreme Court ruled that the Ministry of the Interior must register the couples who are wed abroad as married, no matter if they are citizens of Israel.  This did not validate the marriage but had been used for statistical information within the government.  In 2006, Aharon Barack, now retired president of the Supreme Court, ruled that the recognition of a civil marriage done abroad was a validation and therefore recognizes the marriage under Israeli Law. 
Some of the restrictions Jews face when it comes to marriage include:

· No interfaith marriages

· Restrictions for Kohanim on who they could marry

· Children from certain forbidden marriages are called “mamzerim” and have more restrictions on who they can/cannot marry
· A man cannot marry a blood relative, the ex-wives of certain blood relatives, a woman not validly divorced from her husband, etc. 
· For Orthodox women, after marriage, they must cover their hair because it is a sacred and holy part of her body that only her husband should see

As for Muslim marriages, they follow in accordance to Islamic law and customs. Interfaith marriages are permitted but only for Muslim men.  Women are forbidden from marrying outside the faith. Marriage is an important institution in the Islamic beliefs.  It is a patriarchal society and beliefs that the man is the protector and guardian of the wife. The man has control and the final say over how the house is to be run since he is deemed the provider.  Polygamy is something that is permitted in Muslim culture, but limited to 4 wives per husband with the condition that all are treated properly, equally, and cared for. 
As for Christians and Druze, they follow their beliefs and have courts and government recognized institutions in which marriage is permitted.  There are 9 officially recognized Churches for Christians and have courts that sit alongside the other courts.  
Dilemma: According to your group’s ideologies and beliefs, how do you feel about the marriage rights in Israel for women? Who should have control over which marriages are recognized by the State? In Muslim beliefs, the women wear Hijabs once they hit the puberty age, but Orthodox women only cover their hair after marriage, how would your group feel about this difference? What about the husband’s control over the wife in Muslim society?  Should civil marriages be recognized in Israel or should marriage stay under control of the Chief Rabbinate and each respective religion? 
Food for Thought: 

· Should same sex marriage be allowed in Israel? Which groups would oppose it?

· What divorce law should be enforced?

· Should polygamy be permitted?
